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Questions and Comments
	 1.		Why	was	this	a	special	day?	It was Bertrum’s birthday.		How	old	was	he	going	

to	be?	He was going to be 5 years old. Why	is	it	so	special	for	a	Wumbler	to	
become	5	years	old?	Wumblers stay pink or blue until they are 5 years old and 
then they get their real Wumbler color.

	 2.		How	are	Wumbler’s	born?	They come out of their Wumbler Watermelons, blue 
if they are a boy and pink if they are a girl.

	 3.			Bertrum	said	that	he	liked	having	cake	and	ice	cream	and	getting	presents.		
How	do	you	think	he	felt	about	becoming	a	different	color?	He seemed 
concerned and worried that he may be different after changing colors.

	 4.		Did	Bertrum	know	what	color	he	was	going	to	become?	No.	What	did	he	
wonder	about	getting	a	new	color?	Bertrum wondered if becoming a different 
color would make him a different Wumbler.

	 5.		Who	did	Raimundo	suggest	that	Bertrum	talk	with	about	his	concern?		
Aunt Cordelia.	Why	did	he	think	Aunt	Cordelia	would	be	someone	good	to	talk	
with?	Because she’s an artist and knows everything about colors.When	you’re	
scared	or	worried	about	something,	who	can	you	talk	with?	

	 6.			What	3	colors	did	Aunt	Cordelia	have	on	her	palette?	Red, yellow and blue.		
	 7.		Bertrum	told	Aunt	Cordelia	that	he	liked	a	lot	of	different	colors.	What	other	

colors	did	she	make	by	mixing	the	colors?	Green, orange, and purple.
	 8.		Who	else	did	Bertrum	ask	to	tell	him	if	he’d	be	different	when	his	color	

changes?	His imaginary friends in the Magic Mirror (Tippy, Meesha, Teeter, 
Brisbo, and Spoz).	What	did	Meesha	tell	him?		She said that each of the 
imaginary friends were a different color and a part of him, and they never see 
him as a color.	They just see him as Bertrum.

	 9.		What	birthday	wish	did	Bertrum	make?	He wished that he would still be 
Bertrum when he changes color.

	 10.			Did	Bertrum	know	the	moment	that	he	changed	colors?	No, he didn’t feel a 
thing.	How	did	he	find	out	that	his	color	had	changed?	His father held a mirror 
for Bertrum to see himself.

	 11.		What	color	was	Bertrum’s	new	color?	Tan, like his mother and father.	How	did	
Bertrum	say	that	he	felt	with	his	new	color?	He said he felt the same as when 
he was blue.

	 12.		Aunt	Cordelia	told	Bertrum	that	she	figured	out	the	answer	to	his	question	
right	after	he	left	her	house.	What	was	her	answer?	“No matter what color you 
are-you’re still you.”

	 13.		Did	changing	colors	change	who	Bertrum’s	friends	were?	No.	Why	not?	
Bertrum was still Bertrum. Who he was had not changed.

It’s	Bertrum’s	fifth	birthday	-	the	day	he	changes	color.	He	
worries,	if	he	looks	different,	will	he	be	different?		

	 1.		Prior	to	student’s	viewing	
“Bertrum’s	Color	Day,”	
show	students	two	different	
packages.	Have	one	package	
beautifully	wrapped	with	a	bow.	
This	package	should	contain	
something	like	small	rocks	or	
some	other	undesirable	objects.	
Have	the	other	package	be	a	
crumpled,	brown	paper	bag	
with	candy	or	some	other	treat	
inside.	Tell	the	students	that	after	
seeing	the	video,	you’re	going	
to	give	them	what’s	inside	one	
of	the	packages,	but	they	have	to	
decide	now	which	one	they	want.	
Typically,	the	beautiful	package	
will	be	chosen!	After	the	video,	
show	the	students	what’s	inside	
the	package	they	chose,	then	
show	what’s	inside	the	beautifully	
wrapped	package,	demonstrating	
that	what	something	looks	like	
on	the	outside	has	nothing	to	do	
with	what’s	on	the	inside.	After	
discussion	and	the	point	has	been	
made,	you	might	want	to	give	
students	the	“good”	treat!

	 2.		Have	each	student	draw	a	picture	
of	his/her	birthday	cake	with	
candles	showing	age.	Have	the	
student	write	or	draw	underneath	
the	cake	what	his/her	birthday	
wish	would	be.

	 3.		Using	large	pieces	of	newsprint,	
have	each	student	lie	on	a	strip	
of	paper	and	trace	around	their	
body.	Allow	each	student	to	cut	
out	their	shape.	Then	let	the	
student	draw	in	facial	features	
encouraging	correct	eye	color,	
hair	color,	and	clothing.	Provide	a	
floor	length	mirror	for	students	to	
look	at	themselves	beforehand.
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