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Speaker s  Bureau

Connecting schools and communities 
to the nation’s experts in youth 
development. More than 30 speakers on 
a wide array of topics.

The National Center for Youth Issues offers a Speakers 
Bureau that provides high quality, engaging professional 
development training for in-service days, workshops and 
conferences. These speakers cover a wide range of topics from social and 
emotional learning, depression, suicide prevention, growth mindset and brain-
based learning to school climate, cyber-bullying, anxiety, 504 and other topics. 
These speakers are commonly used for keynote, half day or full day sessions.

A BRIEF LOOK AT AMIE’S SESSIONS

Behavior Interventions That Work
Do you have a plan for what you will do when a student doesn’t comply with your request the first time? Second time? 
How about the third time? Do you go home tired and exhausted from frustration? This presentation will guide you in 
developing a thorough, preventative plan for handling issues from low level distractions to serious/chronic behaviors. 
This is a practical, hands-on presentation filled with concrete steps you can use the next day to help students and 
yourself.

Motivating Challenging Students
Like many of you, I have had classes, and often students, which led me to think, “How will I make it this year?” I have 
spent my career as a classroom teacher searching for and learning which strategies work with students. My only criteria: 
positive and practical! This session is designed for teachers who believe that every student has a gift to offer the world.  
We have to find ways to help them realize it.

Social/Emotional Literacy in the Classroom
Do your teachers have strategies for building respectful learning communities in their classrooms?  How can they help 
students feel the 3 C’s - Connected, Capable, and Contributing without giving up too much instructional time?  In 
this session, participants will be introduced to two methods that are proven to build positive classroom communities - 
Responsive Classroom and Tribes.

Amie Dean, M.Ed., B.A. has worked in education for 21 years. She has experience teaching at all 

levels, and has taught both special and general education. She was with Fulton County Schools (GA) 

for ten years, four of which she provided support to teachers and students as the Student Support/

RTI Coordinator for her middle school. She holds a Masters degree in Education and is Nationally 

Board Certified as an Exceptional Needs Specialist. With 21 years experience as an educator and 

10 years as a professional consultant, Amie has worked with thousands of teachers, counselors and 

administrators in over 250 districts to improve best practices in behavior support, student engagement, 

and differentiated instruction. Amie has trained with Dr. Rick DuFour, Dr. Kay Burke, Dr. Spencer Kagan, 

Dr. Ruby Payne, and many others.

6101 Preservation Drive • Chattanooga, TN 37416 • www.ncyi.org

Amie Dean
NATIONAL LEVEL SPEAKER AND CONSULTANT
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Contact Robert Rabon at rrabon@ncyi.org or 423-309-4300 to engage Amie for your event

A BRIEF LOOK AT JOHN’S KEYNOTE SESSIONBe the ONE!
The education of America’s youth is a challenging prospect when one considers the many burdens faced by 

impoverished children and their families. Research indicates that poverty need not be a barrier to academic excellence. 

As co-author of the book Standing in the Gap, Dr. Hodge states, “Across the nation, schools are demonstrating that 

it can be done: That students can reach high standards, that all children can succeed, that the gap between white and 

minority students, poor and affluent, can be closed.” More often than not, one caring adult can make all the difference in 

the world. This presentation will encourage all of us to BE THE ONE.

Dr. John Hodge is president and co-founder of Urban Learning and Leadership Center (ULLC), an 

organization focused on student achievement and reduction of the achievement gap. He has served as 

a Reading, English, and AVID teacher, Assistant Principal and Associate Director of AVID Center Eastern 

Division. He served as Director of An Achievable Dream Academy, an inner city school that piloted 

many of the interventions used by ULLC. An Achievable Dream Academy is a high performing, high 

poverty school that has received numerous national awards. Before his career in education, Dr. Hodge 

distinguished himself in the service of our country with the 7th Infantry Division of the US Army.

What sets Dr. John Hodge apart in the field of education is his well-documented ability to put research 

and theory into everyday practice in rural, urban and suburban schools. He has served as an inspirational 

speaker at national, regional, and statewide conferences across the United States. His presentations are 

often “the spark” for schools in their quest to meet and exceed state/federal accreditation standards 

and implement strategies for continuous improvement. 
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Contact Robert Rabon at rrabon@ncyi.org or 423-309-4300 to engage John for your event

A BRIEF LOOK AT JOHN’S WORKSHOP SESSIONThe Six Step Action Plan ProcessThroughout the nation, schools are seeking best practices in school improvement to increase student achievement for 

all students as we meet the demands of NCLB and the newly emerging Common Core National Standards. Successful 

schools have determined that highly engaging instruction with a standards-aligned curriculum focus, driven by 

meticulous data analysis, are the keys to success in this high stakes testing environment.  The development process for 

the ULLC school action plan is a six-step model: I. Data Capture and Reporting II. Data Analysis  III. Goal/Objective Setting IV. Action Step Development
 V. Monitoring and Adjusting VI. Communicating the Plan

A BRIEF LOOK AT JULIA’S KEYNOTE SESSIONS (continued on back)

Got Hope? NOPE!: Understanding the Importance of Hopefulness

The most tragic thing a person can lose is their hope.  Without hope, despair takes over.  Without hope…a child 

becomes hopeless.  Hopeless children don’t try, h
ave poor relationships with others, and feel helpless. In terms of 

resilience and well being, hope is a critically important predictor of success.  Research tells us that by the time children  

are 10 years old, they have maximized the amount of hope instilled in their minds. This poses two very unique challenges 

for parents, teachers, and counselors…How do we help children increase their amount of hope prior to the age of 10, 

and how do we help them maximize their hope potential after the age of 10. In this research-based, humor infused 

keynote, Julia Cook explores the components of hope, discusses the results of the Hope Scale for Children, defines the 

differences between hope and optimism, and presents a blueprint for maximizing hope growth and potential in children, 

teens and adults. 

“Hope us our children’s window for a better tomorrow!” Ready…Get “MIND SET”…GROW!

Reboundaries and Resilience: Enhancing Skills that Foster Boundary Recognition, 

Determination and GRIT!

How do we accomplish the great task of teaching our kids the BIG LIST of everything they need to know and succeed in 

life when they believe that all of their needs are being met through screen time?How do we teach our kids online safety?  

How do we allow technology to add to our children’s life as opposed to taking from it?How do we create an environment 

where kids genuinely “want it” more than we want it for them?

In her research-based keynote, Julia takes a look at how creative world-class parents and educators are answering these 

questions and helping children thrive with strength and confidence in their ever-changing world! 

Julia is a former teacher and school counselor, and is now an international speaker and one of the 

world’s foremost authors of guidance storybooks for children. She is always seeking creative ways to 

connect with people and impart valuable life lessons. Her imaginative stories are extremely engaging 

to all ages, leading her to publish over eighty successful storybooks, earning numerous national awards 

and recognition. The goal of Julia’s books is to enter the world view of children and teach them to 

become life-long problem solvers.
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Contact Robert Rabon at rrabon@ncyi.org or 423-309-4300 to engage Julia for your event

Depending on the speaker, the pricing 
will range from $2,000 - $10,000. 
NCYI will make every effort to work 
within a school district’s budget to 
better support the needs of the staff 
and students.

Contact Robert Rabon at rrabon@ncyi.org or 423-309-4300 for more information.


