
This book is dedicated to Katy, a phenomenal teacher!
–Julia
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My name is Ricky, but lately 
everyone’s been calling me

That’s because sometimes  
I take stuff that doesn’t belong to me. 

       I steal!
“ R

ick
y Sticky Fingers.”
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When I see something I really want, 
I think, “Hey, that could be mine!” 
So I look both ways, reach out my hand, 
and take it at just the right time.
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Taking things I want to have 
at times can be very tricky. 
But there’s no way I can help myself, 
because all of my fingers are sticky!

If I ever get caught, I just pretend 
that it wasn’t me who took it. 
A quick little lie is just what I need, 
and lying helps me get through it!
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A few days ago, I saw bubble gum in Marvin’s 
desk at school.  It wasn’t just any bubble 
gum, it was my ABSOLUTE FAVORITE  
kind of bubble gum…

Ever since our principal sat in a wad of 
gum and ruined his pants, gum hasn’t 
been allowed at school. So actually, 
I was doing Marvin a BIGBIG favor by 
keeping him from being caught with it.

“Super Bubblerama!”

I thought about how good that gum would taste  
and how big the bubbles would be that I could blow.
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I looked both ways when no one was 
looking, and Marvin had gone to band. 
I took a deep breath and reached in his 
desk, and the gum just stuck to my hand!

I pulled my hand out of Marvin’s desk and 
stuck the gum in my pocket.

When Marvin came back, he looked 
for his gum, but I convinced him he 
must have lost it.
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O
oze down onto the floor!

Slime Wads are cool. 
They’re not easy to find.

I just had to take them 
so they could be mine!

On the way home from school that day, I stopped at the corner store to buy a bottle 
of triple-thick, double chocolate milk. On my way to the cooler in the back of the 
store, I walked by the toys, and there “it” was…the one thing I wanted more than 
anything…a package of Slime Wads – the gooey balls that stick against walls when 
you throw them, and then they just…
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