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This book is dedicated in loving memory  
of Mrs. Clara Ward. 

Her deep love and concern for children  
of incarcerated parents was evident  

to all who knew her.
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My dad’s in the slammer.  At least that’s what people say.

What they really mean is,  
he’s in jail because  

he lost his way.
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He made a bad decision.  
       Actually more like three or four.
              And now he’s serving five to ten, 
                     and it might be even more.
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It stinks not to have 
my dad around, and it 
makes me really mad.

Sometimes I start to 
miss him a lot, and 
then I feel really bad.
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My dad says that drugs and alcohol made him choose to do the wrong things.

But he could have said NO to the drugs and the 
booze, then my life wouldn’t be what it seems.
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Why didn’t he love us enough to say NO?  

He had a choice…

HE CHOSE
to let the drugs win.

us or drugs.

Aren’t we worth it to him?
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Last week my mom said, “We have to move because I just can’t pay the bills.”

Now I’m starting my sixth school in just three years. 
Does she have any idea how that feels?




