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Join Mrs. Johnson and her class on a thrilling "hero hunt" as they explore the  National Medal of 
Honor Heritage Center, encountering the inspiring stories of Medal of Honor Recipients from the 
Civil War to the modern day. From Jacob Parrott, the very first Recipient, to local hero, Larry Taylor, 
discover the values that define heroism: citizenship, patriotism, courage, integrity, sacrifice, and 
commitment. Through captivating stories and vivid illustrations, learn how ordinary people faced 
extraordinary circumstances, demonstrating unwavering bravery and selfless dedication.  

What qualities do you think make a hero? This engaging book will spark discussions about heroism, 
inspire readers to find the hero within themselves, and celebrate the enduring legacy of America's 
bravest. Perfect for classrooms, families, and anyone who wants to learn more about the Medal of Honor 
and the ordinary individuals who accomplished the extraordinary.

Explore the stories of courage, sacrifice, and patriotism that 
earned these remarkable individuals the Medal of Honor.

Rita Lorraine Hubbard is a former teacher of 
over 20 years who now writes historical children’s 
books about people who overcome odds with 
heart and courage. She is the author of The Oldest 
Student: How Mary Walker Learned to Read, 
which won the 2022 Texas Bluebonnet award; 

Hammering for Freedom, which won the 2012 Lee and Low New 
Voices award; and African Americans of Chattanooga: A History of 
Unsung Heroes, which won the 2014 East Tennessee Preservation 
Award. Rita recently received the 2024 Ruth Holmberg Arts 
Leadership Award and is a long-standing member of the Society of 
Children's Book Writers and Illustrators (SCBWI).
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SIX MOREMORE STORIES OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR



"Paul never considered himself a hero, but he accepted the call when his country needed him. I hope his story  
will inspire the next generation to also 'accept the call' and to do so with courage, kindness, and a humble heart."

– Betty Huff, Wife of Medal of Honor Recipient Command Sergeant Major Paul Huff

"This generation is passing the torch to your generation. My husband always told young people to believe in themselves  
and they could accomplish anything they wanted to accomplish. Never underestimate believing in yourself."

– Jeannie Puckett, Wife of Medal of Honor Recipient Colonel Ralph Puckett, Jr.

"I hope that Larry's story inspires the next generation of young people to do more than what is expected of them."

– Toni B. Taylor, Wife of Medal of Honor Recipient Captain Larry Taylor

Please visit MOHHC.org/learn for more educational resources.
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Mrs. Johnson smiled and called the class roll.   
“All right students, who remembers what today is?”

The entire class chimed in, “Today is field trip day!”

“That’s right,” said Mrs. Johnson. “We’re going on a hero hunt.”

The students broke into applause. “Yay! Hooray! Whoop-whoop!”

Mrs. Johnson waited for them to calm down. 

“Remember, be on your best behavior. No talking out of turn and pay 
close attention while we’re on the hunt so you don’t miss any clues.”
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“Who can tell me what a hero is?”

“I can,” said a student. “A hero is a person who does  
something amazing to help others.”

“A hero is brave even if he is in danger,”  
said another student.
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“And courage and sacrifice!’ 

And patriotism!”

Mrs. Johnson smiled.  
“And commitment and integrity, too.  
Keep all these values in mind while 
we’re on our hunt.”

“Or SHE,” said one of the girls.  
“Women can be heroes, too.”

“All true,” said Mrs. Johnson.  
“And remember the other values 
heroes have, like citizenship…”
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The students listened to the guide explain the history 
of American military awards for bravery and valor.

“Let’s pair you with your Battle Buddy. 
Who remembers what a Battle Buddy is?”
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“Right,” said Mrs. Johnson. 
“You and your buddy 
will use the reader rails 
and obelisks for details 
about each Medal of 
Honor Recipient. Try 
to identify the values 
and characteristics 
we’ve discussed, namely 
patriotism, citizenship, 
courage, integrity, sacrifice, 
and commitment.”

“A Battle Buddy is a partner. 
You pair with your Battle Buddy 
as you learn about each hero.”
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Let’s begin in the Civil War section. This is Jacob Parrott. 
He is the very first Medal of Honor Recipient.”

“He was born in 1843. He grew up on a farm in Ohio and 
was the youngest of twelve children.”

“He only had a limited education. What does that mean?”

“It means most of his education came from personal 
experience and the lessons he learned from his family 
and community.”
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“Parrott became a Union soldier at age 18 
when the Civil War broke out in 1861. He 
served in the 33rd Ohio Volunteer Infantry. 
On April 12, 1862, he participated in the 
Great Locomotive Chase, when the Union 
was trying to disrupt the Confederacy’s 
transportation network.”
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